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What – and where – is the Taree Universities 
Campus? 
TUC will be located in Taree’s CBD following a refit of the first 
floor of 1 Pulteney Street, on the banks of the beautiful Manning 
River. It will offer campus-like facilities to support students 
studying a range of undergraduate courses presented by different 
universities. Initial bachelors degree programs are expected to 
relate to health, the social sciences, engineering and agribusiness, 
with others to be included later on. A recent survey of senior 
school students in the MidCoast has highlighted these as desired 
areas if study. Businesses and industries have also indicated 
shortages of skills in these areas.

Several universities have expressed interest in participating in this 
venture and discussions have been continuing rapidly over the 
past three months. This will lead to TUC brokering arrangements 
with participating universities to support non-overlapping degree 
courses. Income for the TUC can be generated through an agreed 
share of subsidised fees for each course paid by the Federal 
Government under Commonwealth supported places (CSP) 
arrangements, and of student fees. 

'Initial bachelors degree programs are 
expected to relate to health, the social 
sciences, engineering and agribusiness, with 
others to be included later on.'

New era in tertiary education for MidCoast residents 
Tertiary education opportunities are about to enter a new and exciting era for residents throughout the MidCoast LGA. This has been 
made possible through an Australian Government grant announced on 1 June 2020 by the Hon Dan Tehan MP, Minister for Education and 
the Hon Andrew Gee MP, Minister for Decentralisation and Regional Education, which was finalised on 1 September 2020. The grant will 
be used over the next three years to establish and operate the Taree Universities Campus Regional University Centre (TUC). At the end of 
that time, TUC aims to be functioning in a sustainable manner.

How will it function?
TUC is modelled on the Geraldton Universities Centre in Western 
Australia which has been successfully running for about 15 years.  
During this time, its student population has grown from six to over 
350 students today. 

It’s intended that:

• TUC will offer a mixed mode delivery.  This means students will 
attend online lectures (on campus or at home); 

• Students will also come together for face-to-face tutorials 
(provided there are sufficient numbers);

• TUC will also offer local mentoring, placements and learning 
opportunities with local businesses and industries where 
possible. TUC will depend on the support of the community in 
this regard;

• TUC will forge connections with local business and industry, 
thus increasing job opportunities;

• Importantly, on-campus support for students in administration 
matters and wellbeing issues will encourage them to continue 
with their course of study;

• Campus collegiality will also be key.
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Why is this important to MidCoast employers and 
businesses? 
Degree courses offered will be targeted towards providing local 
employers and industries with graduates to help fill vacancies 
where skills shortages exist. Occupational shortages have been 
identified in industries such as health care and allied employment, 
education and training, business, finance and human resources, 
engineering, construction and manufacturing. 

Support of TUC by local employers is imperative for its success 
and continued operation. Forms of support might be through 
offering student scholarships, placements, time off for student 
employees and local mentoring.  

MidCoast residents who have suitable post graduate qualifications 
(Master’s degree or higher) can consider becoming involved 
through, for example, the TUC’s offer of face-to-face tutorials. 
These types of on-campus experiences are known to enhance 
student learning. High attrition and non-completion rates are 
recognised as a feature with study which is solely online. 

'Visit our website at tareeuni.org.au for more 
information'

How did Taree get a regional university centre?
The initiative and the impetus for the TUC was driven by a steering 
committee, established by the Federal Member for Lyne, Dr David 
Gillespie MP, with business, community and academic leaders. 
From this group, a not-for-profit board was formed which submitted 
an application in late 2019 under the Federal Government’s Regional 
University Centres initiative. The operations of TUC will be overseen 
by the board.

Would you like to know more?
If you would like more information about the campus vision, mission 
and objectives; the ways in which it plans to lift higher education 
participation in the MidCoast LGA; the likely courses to be delivered; 
or the portfolio of student services that will be available, visit our 
website at tareeuni.org.au. There you’ll find answers to a raft of 
frequently asked questions. 

If you are a potential student, be aware that TUC will be accepting 
enrolments in identifiable degree courses, to commence study in the 
first semester of 2021. Visit our constantly evolving website to keep 
up to date.

Who are TUC's potential students? 
Any person, whether a school leaver or a mature aged person who wishes to undertake a university degree being supported through TUC, 
is a potential student. TUC is especially targeted at those who do not wish – or perhaps are not able – to move away from the MidCoast 
to gain a university education. This might be due to prohibitive costs; to not wanting to leave the region or family supports; to potential 
students having jobs and/or family commitments that don’t allow them to leave to study; or for cultural reasons. In other words, this is an 
opportunity for campus-style supported study without people leaving their family and friendship support base. 

Current Year 12 students may see this as a preferable approach to travelling away for their tertiary education, especially during the 
multiple restrictions imposed by COVID-19. Moreover, it’s not too early for students heading into final years of secondary schooling to 
be thinking about this opportunity. Similarly, for those who are already in the local workforce and/or who wish to gain qualifications that 
better suit their employment ambitions, undertaking study through TUC could be the right choice. 

On campus in Taree’s CBD, not only will students be able to access a range of facilities such as WiFi and printing, but they will also be 
provided with additional support services for enrolment, subject changes and orientation. Although most of the course content will be 
delivered online (as it is for other distance education students), local academic support, face-to-face tutorial support and pastoral care will 
also be provided. A further important aspect is that TUC students will be able to benefit from the campus environment and thus interact 
with others within the same – and different – courses of study, experience the camaraderie, and know that they are not alone during 
academic pursuits.


